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be employed by the said Governor [&c.] . . . may, by the space
of fifteen years from the feast of the birth of our Lord God last
past before the date hereof, freely traffic and use the trade of
merchandise by seas, in and by such ways and passages ... as
they shall esteem to be fittest, into and from the said East
Indies, in the countries and parts of Asia and Africa, and into
and from all the islands . . . and places of Asia and Africa and
America, beyond the Cape of Bone Sperancia to the Straits of
ITagalan, ... in such order ... as shall be, from time to
time, at any public assembly or court held by or for the said
Governor [&c.] . . . the Governor or his Deputy being always
present at such court or assembly, limited and agree'd, and not
otherwise, . . . any statute, usage, diversity of religion or faith,
... to the contrary notwithstanding: so always the same
trade be not undertaken to any country ... or place already
in the lawful and actual possession of any such Christian prince
or state as at this present is or at any time hereafter shall be
in league or amity with us, our heirs and successors, and who
doth not accept of such trade but doth overtly declare the same
to be utterly against his or their good-will and liking.

[13] [Power, within the next fifteen years, to make laws and
ordinances for the government of the Company, and to revoke
the same] and that the said Governor and Company, so often as
they shall make . . . such laws ... or ordinances, in form
aforesaid, may lawfully impose . . . such pains and penalties, by-
imprisonment of body, or by fines and amercements, or by all or
by any of them, upon all offenders contrary to such laws . . . and
ordinances, as to the said Governor [&c.] ... shall seem necessary
. . .; and the same fines and amercements may levy ... to the
use of the said Governor [&c.] . . . without any account there-
fore to us [&c.] to be made; ... so always as the said laws,
. . . imprisonments, fines and amercements be reasonable and
not contrary to the laws, statutes, or customs of this our realm.

[14] And for as much as the said Governor [&c.] have not
yet experience of the kinds of commodities and merchandises
which are or will be vendible ... in the said parts of the East
Indies, and therefore shall be driven to carry to those parts
. . . sundry commodities which are likely to be returned again
into this our realm; we therefore ... do grant unto the said
Governor [&c.] that they and their successors, during the four
first voyages which they shall make towards the said East
Indies, may transport out of our realm of England ... all
such and so much goods and merchandises, being goods [&c.]